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N E.toS. W, passing along the summit of Parr’s
~ Spring Ridge, a \)

d comnciding nearly with the western
limits of Baltimore, Anne- Allmdel and  Montgome-
ry connties  This division will thus comprise the up-
per part of Cecil county, the grestest portion of Bal.

timore and Haurford counties, the upper districts of
Anne-Arundel connty, and the whole of Montgom-
ery county. Its geological characters, are that it
consists of stratified rocks, varying in mineral com-
posmon alternating with each other, and sometimes
passing one inte another, in such a way as to render
itvery difficult to affix definite names to their differ-
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ent mixtures. When any of these 1ucks are viewed

singly, they will rarely be found to present a simple
miuneral substance, eonstituting a large tract of coun-

try. 'They are, on the contrary, admixtures of sev-
eral minerals; the principal of which are, Quartz,

Yelspar, cha, Hornblende, Lime, Magnesm, Tale,
&e. and according to the nature of their aggregation
and the predominance of one or the other, the rocks
themselves are described in the systems by different
names, as G:anite, Gueiss, Mica-Slate, ornblende-
rock, Limestone, Magneblan hmcslone, Sé¢rpentine,

| bleatlte (soapstone.) &c¢  'I'hese rocks are geueral-

ly metalliferous, and as a groupe "are usually called
prnmme or pr mmr) rocks.

It, first, we inquire into the nature of the soxl by
whlch tliese rocks are covered, it scems proper to
base this inquiry upon the consideration that the
soil (so far as its mineral constitution is concerned)

- s produced by the disintegration of thetock which

lmlmdldlely underlays it Whenever obseived to be




